HERE WE ARE PROJECT AT CAIRNDOW



Report on site visit 15th January 2010; Tom Addyman, Dot Chalmers, Tanja Romankiewicz

1.
Introduction

Tom Addyman and Tanja Romankiewicz of Addyman Archaeology undertook an analytical assessment of six buildings within Kilmorich parish at Cairndow, near Inveraray, Argyll.  The assessment will feed into the Our Homes – Their Stories project, part of the Heritage Lottery funded local history initiative being organised by the Here We Are centre at Cairndow (contacts, Christina Noble, Alice Beattie and Dot Chalmers).  The site visit was undertaken on Friday 15th January, 2010.

The purpose of the exercise was to undertake an outline analysis and photographic record of a selected group of properties of varying age, state of preservation and function.  The examination of each building involved a written description by Tom Addyman, based upon narration into a dictaphone on site.  This test was transcribed, added to and formatted into the present report.  A digital photographic record with general shots of each property and significant individual details was undertaken by Tanja Romankiewicz.  The images are sent as an accompanying attachment to this report.  The site visits were arranged by Dot Chalmers, who also accompanied on the day.  By this means many additional details of the community’s history, notes about the occupants of each property and details of the history of the buildings themselves (particularly later modifications) was also recorded.

Note : although the general alignment of the head of Loch Fyne is SW/NE, with the majority of building orientations within the parish naturally respecting this axis, for the practical purposes of the following descriptions this is given as an E/W axis of the loch (thus N and S sides of the loch, etc.).

4.
Inverchorachan

i.
General

Inverchorachan is located at the end of the road leading along the river Fyne and up towards the head of Glen Fyne.  The house is unoccupied but is a very well preserved estate cottage of the mid 19th century.  The central block, the main house, is of three bays and one-and-a-half storeys with loft rooms.  There are single storied wings on either side.  Overall, this is a very handsome building and an excellent example of its type, retaining as it does many early features and its character overall.  
ii.
Exterior

The principal entrance is central to the main elevation which is south facing and there are single windows on either side.  Each of the single storied wings had had a single south facing entrance.  The entrance in the eastern of the wings was subsequently formed up into a window.  The whole has overhanging eaves and a slated roof.  There are chimneys rising at the apex of the gables of the main house.  There has been some relatively recent work, apparently to make the building wind and watertight - two velux windows, south facing, have been inserted in the main pitch of the roof.  The chimneys themselves have also been repaired, whether rebuilt or not is unclear; they are plastered in cement.  There are cast iron rainwater goods, gutters etc. complete throughout.  
[image: image1.jpg]



Plate 28 – Inverchorachan from south.
The structure is clearly rubble-built, much of it is now obscured by flush pointing or actual render in the case of the main cottage itself.  The render itself clearly has some lime, but there seems to be some further cement work, although early.  The whole has been limewashed over, which is now decaying.  Evidently, the principal features are formed without dressed stone, although the entrance and window lintels are roughly squared off. 
The window in the north side of the west wing appears possibly to be a secondary insertion, although relatively early if it is.  The window of the east wing in the north side as seen externally, has clearly had secondary modification as there is cement work forming up the west jamb – apparently it had been widened to the west.  The east jamb is formed up of rubble stone.  A projecting footing course can be seen at points around the exterior.  
[image: image2.jpg]NI 0 o e




 [image: image3.jpg]


 [image: image4.jpg]


 [image: image5.jpg]



Plate 29, 30, 31 and 32 – southern façade; west wing (far left), central range (centre), east wing (far right).
The entrance on the south side of the western wing has a large, roughly formed lintel above.  This contains a door which is of plank and batten construction, relatively recent and now damaged but with decorative ventilation slots, two of these above.  It is possible that this had been a byre with a small hayloft above.  

Below the former entrance on the south side of the east wing there are two steps leading up, large slabs of schist.  The blocking within was formed up probably early - mid 20th century with cement block-work.  

There is a very short cobbled path leading up to the stone steps of the principal entrance with a single step on the stone threshold.  On either side of the path there are stone borders which appear to be early as well, for small garden beds.  There are some flagstones at the surface, further to the west.  
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Plate 33 and 34 – rear elevation from west (left) and from east (right) with lean-to shed.

The rear part of the building is partly terraced into the hillside behind.  On the rear elevation there is a central window in the main cottage and single small windows within each of the wings (as already noted).  A rubble-built lean-to sits against the east gable of the east wing with crinkly tin roof, rubble-built walls and an entrance to the north and to the south.  The entrances lead to small sheds subdivided internally by a wooden framed partition wall.  The roof structure supported, on additional brickwork, is built off the wall heads, which suggests a secondary construction.  There is preserved limewash on the gable wall of the east wing sealed within, limewash of a cream or creamy-pink colour.  Areas of cobbled flooring are visible within the sheds.  
iv.
Interior

The western wing interior is under a simple, open A-frame roof with a single collar.  In the western part there are four existing joists suggesting that it was partly ceilinged over.  Limewash rises up to this level but apart from that there is no attempt to finish off the interior wall faces with further surfacing.  The interior is used as a log store – the floor to the north, a well preserved cobbled floor, large rough flags to the south.  The bricks used are a mixture of 19th century types.  
The principal entrance of the main building contains a twin leafed plank-and-batten doors which are further reinforced with cross bracing; these are unornamented.  The door opens into a small entrance hall or vestibule, which leads into a symmetrically planned interior.  The vestibule has entrances leading off to right and left to the principal ground floor rooms and opposite to a very steep straight flight of stairs to the upper floor.  All openings are architraved with simply detailed surrounds with an inner quirked roll.  Walls are plastered throughout.  There are coat hook rails on either side of the stair entrance to the north.  

The main eastern ground floor room has a large interior, simply appointed with plaster on to the walls all around.  There are simple, unornamented skirtings, a plank-and-batten door with narrow bead at the joints with simple iron lock with brass handles.  The fireplace in the east wall has what appears to be an original wooden fire surround.  The interior has subsequently been in-filled to a smaller opening with brick and cement block-work.  There is a wooden lined window to south, this sash and case, six over six, horizontally set panes; it has a Victorian gothic glazing bar profile, with brass finger lifts below.  The lower ingo below is lined with matchboarding and there is a shelf within.  An entrance at the south end of the east wall contains a simple plank-and-batten door leading to the interior of the east wing. 
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Plate 35 and 36 – ground floor rooms, main part; east room (left), west room (right).
The east wing has an open space to the roof structure which is of simple A-frame construction.  The walls bare rubble, whitewashed within, without internal features other than the former entrance in the south wall, subsequently formed into a window. This contains a six-over-six sash-and-case with Victorian glazing bar details.  A wooden safe lintel is visible above.  It is possible that this interior was not connected to the cottage proper originally and that the entrance connecting the two in the west is secondary.  It is possible that the entrance between the east and ground floor room in the eastern wing was formed out of a pre-existing press.

There is some patching of the wall face within the area of the entrance, suggesting that there is a small window towards the west end of the north wall, which provided light to a small bathroom – this of relatively recent construction - set within the surrounding interior, walls formed of studwork and plasterboarded.  The jambs of this window are partly formed up of cement and this may be a secondary insertion.  
The western ground floor room is entered by a plank-and-batten door similar to the east room; this has an iron latch.  A fireplace in the west wall is secondary, formed of modern brickwork, cement bedded, possibly of 1970s date.  On the south side of it there is a wall press with simple architrave around; otherwise the interior is boarded internally.  This may have originally been the kitchen area.  It has an open ceiling, wrought iron hooks are fixed to two of the joists and two pairs probably for hanging meats or possibly drying.  All this would suggest that there had been a range and cooking area within the west gable wall.  Along the east wall there are some shelves, one of which is relatively early with nice curved brackets of wood.  The room has a sash-and-case window in the south wall similar to the one in the eastern room.  Further north on the east wall is another entrance leading into the under-stair area which appears to have been a former pantry.  

The pantry door is of plank-and-batten construction with a good wrought iron latch.  The main internal north/south partitions are framed and plastered on either side.  These define the under-stair space, all of the interior of which is plastered and then painted over.  The ceiling above has open woodwork, the floor is wooden.  There is a somewhat decayed basic kitchen within this area now, possibly dating to the 1950s or 60s.  A single window sits in the north wall, it has a hinged frame of 8 panes, again with Victorian Gothic glazing bar details and a wooden sill board within.  There is no ingo below.

The straight, steep flight of stairs rises up, lined out with boarding on either side.  This consists of tongue-in-groove with a narrow bead.  The stair treads have projecting rounded nosings.  The stair leads to a small upper landing that is plastered throughout.  The stair landing has a skylight window which is early - a cast-iron, two paned frame.  There are entrances on either side containing a plank-and-batten door with iron latch, each of these leading to a simply appointed bedroom space above. The upstairs bedrooms retain no internal historic features.  All the interiors are now lined out with later plasterboard.  The only features within are velux windows which are secondary (relatively recent) in the south side – these may replace predecessors.  
